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India had yet to be revivified, and old yet bright ideas of
the Vedic times resuscitated. New and deleterious
growths, which impeded national life, had to be got rid
of. And the entire panoply of heavenly forces (Sakti)
had yet to be drawn down by Sastri himself and his as-
sociates and pupils who formed a Sangha (society) for
developing Sakti mainly by mantra japa (holy incanta-
tions).  When Sastri left Tiruvannamalai after March
1908, he asked for permission. At that time he asked
Maharshi ii Is the seeking of the source of the ' I? thought,
sufficient for the accomplishment of all my aims, or is
Mantra Dhyana needed ?" Maharshi answered, " The
former would suffice " ; and when asked about the aim,
added : (( You had better throw the entire burden on the
Lord (Iswara). He will carry all and you will be freed
from the burdens. He will do His duty."

Kavyakanta G. Sastri frequently visited Tiru-
vannamalai and Maharshi in subsequent years. Ry this
thorough mastery of the Sanskrit language, and the ease
and excellence of his Sanskrit poetry, he must to some
extent have influenced Maharshi who was always receiv-
ing ideas and language from persons and books almost
unconsciously. The Swami, who began to learn Sanskrit
from his perusal of Vivekachudamani with its Tamil
verse translation, made very rapid progress and was able
to compose a stanza in 1915, and Arunachala Pancharatna
in 1917, and Upadesasara in 1927. The contact with Sastri
was perhaps one of the elements in developing Maharshfs
command of Sanskrit.

Sastri's chief service in connection with Ramana
Maharshi is his eliciting (through his friends or directly)
the replies of Maharshi to social and religious questions